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Familiar Flavors
How many times have you gone to your favorite restaurant, perhaps feeling a bit adventurous, intending to 
order a dish you’ve never tried before, only to end up losing your nerve and falling back on “the usual?” Of 
course, there is comfort in the familiar, the security in knowing what to expect, but where’s the fun in that? In 
this program we offer you some less-familiar, perhaps even unheard examples of some of the greatest 
composers for string quartet, and we guarantee you’ll like it!

Lovers of Mozart’s chamber music know the “Ten Celebrated Quartets” of his mature years, comprising the six 
quartets dedicated to Haydn, the three late “Prussian” quartets and the “Hoffmeister,” but his very earliest 
works in the genre may be less familiar. As a teenager, Mozart traveled with his father to Italy, where, in 
addition to premiering his earliest operas, he also composed some of his first string quartets. His Fourth 
Quartet in C major, K.157, is a charming and playful work, with a bittersweet central slow movement and a 
youthful and vigorous finale.

Young and in love, Antonín Dvořák composed the song cycle “Cypresses” after being turned down by the 
woman of his affections. Years later, having never lost his fondness for these pieces, he returned to the music 
to arrange it for string quartet. While the musical content is from early in his career, it nonetheless contains the 
sweet lyricism and imaginative textures we have come to know from his works like the “American” Quartet and 
Piano Quintet.

Finally, we present the String Quartet No.4 by Austrian composer Hugo Kauder. One might expect a composer
living and working in Vienna in the 1920s to be aligned with the atonality of the Second Viennese School, but 
by contrast Kauder embraced a beautifully lyrical musical language, and in this instance the Fourth Quartet 
evokes a particularly folk inspired character.

Concert Broadcast

 Welcome Remarks 

 Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791) – String Quartet No. 4 in C major, K. 157 “Milanese” (TT = 
12’23)

 Allegro (5’50)
 Andante (4’45)
 Presto (1’48)



 Antonín Dvořák (1841-1904) – Selections from Cypresses (TT = 18’59)

 I Know That on My Love to Thee (3’50)
 Death Reigns in Many a Human Breast (2’38)
 When Thy Sweet Glances on Me Fall (2’26)
 I Wander Oft Past Yonder House (1’53)
 Thou Only Dear One, but for Thee (2’51)
 Nature Lies Peaceful in Slumber and Dreaming (2’25)
 You Ask Me Why My Songs Are Racing (2’56)

 Hugo Kauder (1888-1972) – String Quartet No. 4 (1927) (TT = 16’03)

 Con moto (3’17)
 Lento (3’54)
 Molto vivace (2’13)
 Andante con moto (3’08)
 Allegro vivace (3’31)

 Post-Concert Live Q&A with Audience (20'00” - 30’00”) 
 (prompt listed and linked at bottom of concert ticket)

• If possible, presenter can provide a few audience questions in advance to make sure there is 
good content for the Q&A

EPE Demo
 
Dvořák (1841-1904) – Selections from Cypresses, You Ask Me Why My Songs Are Racing

Broadcast Possibilities

In terms of performance spheres, this program offers two possibilities: 

● The concert broadcast can take place in the presenter’s virtual concert hall. 
● It's also possible to have a sphere-hopping broadcast, in which each piece takes place in the specific 

environments of Milan, Prague, and Vienna, respectively.

For more information or to book the Tesla Quartet, please contact Oni Buchanan at 
oni@immersphere.io. 


